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Interefting Particulars relative to Fapan, by M. Titfingh, 
late Ambaffador to the Emperors of China and Japan. 


N the voyage to Bengal publifhed by Charpentier, we meet 

with the agreeable intelligence,that a new, circumftantial, 
and authentic account of Japan may be expeéted from the pen 
of Titfingh, who had been Governor of Chinfurah, a Datch 
fattory on the Ganges,which during the prefent war has fallen 
into the hands of the Englifh; and afterwards refided five 
years as Ambaflador from the Dutch Eaft India Company to 
the Emperor of Japan, with the chief men of which coun- 
try he tothis hour keeps up an epiftolary corre{pondence. 
Titfingh has for five years paft been employed in writing a 
Political, Civil, Religious, Moral, and Literary Hiftory of 
Japan ; and, to render his work more interefting, ufeful, and 
complete, he intends to {pend yet fome years more in the 
execution of his plan. 

For this purpofe he ftill from time to time obtains all 
neceflary information from the father-in-law of the reigning 
Emperor himfelf, with whom he regularly correfponds; and 
in this refpeét his work will be unzgue, and furpafs the earlier 
labours of Kampher, whom he commends on.account of his 
accuracy, and of Thunberg. The Englifh in Calcutta 
offered Titfingh two lacks of rupees for his manufcripts : 
but he magnanimoufly refufed this offer, as he intends to 
make a prefent of it to his brother in Holland, and is deter- 
mined thatit fhall be firft printed in the Dutch language. 

€ communicated indeed fome extracts and fingle fragments 
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tothe Academy of Sciences at Paris; and that learnéd fo. 
ciety_was inclined to caufe them to be tranilated and printed 
under their infpe&tion. But he thought the tranflation was 
not fuficient!y faithful ; or, what is more likely, he made 
ufe of this pretext, and declined this honour, that no earlier 
edition might appear before the Dutch one. For the above 
information we are indebted tothe author of the Voyage to 
Bengal, a now deceafed friend of Charpentier. From the 
fame fource are derived the following precurfive particulars 
relative to Japan, which the deceafed, during his intercourfe 
with ‘Titfingh, colleéied from his converfation, and com. 
municated to his friend, the editor of the above-mentioned 
voyage. 

‘The Japanefe afcribe a greater antiquity to the world than 
the Chinefe or any other people with whom we are ac- 
quainted. They compute by epochs. The prefent, which, 
compared with the preceding, isthe fhorteft, commences 600 
years before the birth of Chrift, with their firft Dairi, and 
reaches downto the prefent Emperor. The deceafed friend 
of Charpentier had himfelf had in his hands a chronological 
tableof Japan, beautifully printed on the largeft folio; it 
feemed to have a great refemblance to Hénault’s Abrége de 
? Hiflotre Chronologique de France, and even to defcend to 
minuter details. Titfingh affured him. that it would be dif- 
ficult to make the method and arrangement of this chrono. 
logy better and more ingenious. 

The form of government in Japan is hierarchical. At 
the head of it is the Emperor; who, like his predeceffors, 
unites in his perfon the fpiritual and temporal power of the 
ilate. He cannot, however, exercife his power inan abi- 
trary manner over the grandees, who, in different fubordinate 
gradations, are fubje@ to his dominion: on the contrary, he 
has caufe to be afraid of them; for at the bottom the whole 
government of the ftate is founded on a feudal conftitution. 
The late Emperor, who died in 1785, with the view to gain 
an additional fupport to his throne, endeavoured to attach to 
his intereft the prefent Emperor’s father-in-law, who governs 
in his name. This lord, being the richefl and mott powerful 
vaffal of the empire, at firft rejefted all the offers and propo- 
fals made to him, that he might not render himfelf fufpetted 
to the other grandees : at laft, however, he could not deny his 
confent to the marriage of one of his daughters with a diflant 
relative of the Emperor. Although this prince was far removed 
trom the hope of fucceeding to the throne, and even lived un- 
Krrown in one of the provinces, and was educated at a diltance 
from 
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from court; yet, by a fingular fatality, it happened that the 
Emperor, who, in the year 1784, loft ihe Jaft of his five fons, 
juft as he was on the point of being married, nominated, by 
the prerogative vefted in him for that purpofe, this fame 
prince his fucceflor, in preference to his other relations. 
Soon after he a€tually afcended the throne, his father-in-law 
direfting the public affairs during the prince’s minority. 

In Japan wealth alone and exclulively confers all diftinc- 
tion andall power. The wealth of the grandees is eftimated 
according to the revenues of the provinces which belong to 
them. The Emperor is poffeffor of ten of the richeft and 
moft extenfive provinces, and confequently on this account 
alone, independent of his revenue as Emperor, the richett 
among the Japanefe princes. The richeft after him is his 
father-in-law, who has a yearly income of 120 millions of 
francs. The income of others amounts to 100, to 80, &c. 
millions. Our author found the names of about 60 fuch 
rich land owners inferted in the almanack of Japan. This 
almanack is publifhed annually in four {mall volumes 12mo. 
very neatly printed. It contains the names of the Emperor 
and his family, of the grandees and their families, of the 
perfons belonging to the courts ot juftice, of the officers of 
flate, and of the Emperor’s fervants. There are likewife in 
it fome tolerable copper-plates, which gencrally reprefent the 
armorial-bearings of the grandees. After the name of each 
perfon inferted in the lift, the amount of his income is men- 
tioned, from the greatcft fum down to 10,000 dopans, but 
none lower than that number. But Titfingh afferts that the 
teal income of each greatly furpafles the fum annexed to the 
name in the almanack 

The Japanefe, when they are not irritated, are the mildeft 
aad moft courteous and, at the fame time, the proudeft people 
onearth, But if any of them be offended, nothing but the 
blood of the offender can fatiate his revenge ; or, if he has 
hoopportunity of procuring that fatisfaétion, he kills him- 
felf. This revengeful fpirit extends even to the women. 
They, as well as the men, conilantly carry a dagger in their 
girdles, and, if necelfary, ufe it withthe greateit coolnefs, 
when prompted by revenge, not only againft their enemies, 
but likewife-againft their hufbands, their brothers, and even 
againft themfelves. 

The Japanefe are better informed than the Chinefe. They 
tre free from the foolifh pride of the latter, which defpifes 
every thing that is foreign: they on the contrary contemn 
no kind of knowledge. The father-in-law of the reigning 
3M 2 Emperor, 
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Emperor, as likewife others of the grandees, {peak and write 
the Dutch language intelligibly, and even correéily : : they 
likewife read a good many Dutch books.—The Japanefe lan. 
guage is more ealy to learn than the Chinefe ; one may maf. 
ter it in two years. Titfingh, who perfeétly underftands it, 
affures us that the articles relative thereto in the Encyclo. 

pedie are full of errors. He afferts that men of learning 
among the Japanefe underfland and with facility learn the 
Chinefe language, whereas on the contrary, the moft learned 
among the Chinefe are not even acquainted with the firk 
elements of the language of their neareft neighbours. How. 
ever, it would feem that the Chinefe efteem the Japanefe 
above other nations, perhaps on account of their having 
many opinions and cuftoms incommon, which indicate the 
common origin of both nations, although in times far re- 
mote. Befides, more than 300 years have elapfed fince they 
have ceafed to carry on war againit each other, although the 
Japanefe are a warlike nation. The arms of the latter are 
now directed only againftthe neighbouring Corea, which is 
partitioned among feveral kings, part of whom pay tribute 
to China, and the refi to Japan. Our author is likewife of 
opinion that befides the Curiles there are other iflands, which 
lie nearer to Japan, and are of equal importance, with which 
they trade and fometimes carry on war. This he was ledto 
conjecture from Titfingh’s endeavouring ftudioufly and with 
much art to evade every queftion relative to the external re- 
lations of Japan, and the difcoveries it might fill be poflible 
to make in thofe feas, efpecially at the time when La Peroule 
navigated thofe parts. It even feemed to himas if Titfingh 
had awaited with apprehenfion and impatience the refultsof 
that voyage of difcovery. 

The jefuit mifiionaries from Portugal caufed in 1616, and 
efpeciaily in 1622, a revolution, the confequence of which 
was that all intercourfe with foreigners was reftri€ted to one 
port, and the viliting of foreign countries forbidden under the 
pain of death. Since that time, the Chriflians have beea 
dreadfully perfecuted, and in 1660 a very fevere inquifitorial- 
court was inilituied againft them. 

Since this revolution, the Japanefe are under the pain of 
death forbidden fingly to leave their native country. Tit 
fingh related, that, notwithftanding the great influence he ene 
joyed at court, he had the greate ft difficulty to obtatn a par- 
don for and fave the lives of fome lon anefe fifhermen, who 
had beer driven by a form ona foreign coaft, and were by the 
Dutch liberated from ilavery,and brought back again to Japa 
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This feverity is carried fill farther againft fuch fithermen as 
are driven to Kamifchatka or the fea of Ochotzk. Certain 
death awaits them as {oon as it is known they have any inter- 
courfe with the Roflians. This barbarous law derives its 
origin froma very ancient prophecy which has fpread all 
over Japan, viz. ‘hat the empire would one day be con- 
quered and fubjugated by a red.bearded people.” » Now 
fince the Ruffians, by taking poffefhon of Kamtfchatka, 
have become neighbours of the Japanefe, the interpreters of 
the prophecy have fuppofed that they are the people which 
is indicated by it.—But it is hoped that the law will be re- 
pealed under the government of the intelligent and enlightned 
father-in-law of the prefent Emperor. 

The rich Japanefe {pend their lives ina continual round of 
enjoyments : but the pleafures of the table they prefer to 
allothers. Atthe entertainments which they mutually give 
toone another, they intoxicate themfelves witha fermented 
liquor of which they are exceffively fond. When the 
fumes begin to afcend into the head, and overpower their fa- 
culties, as much of a ceriain powder as will lie on the point 
of aknife, diffolved in tea, 1s handed about. One ortwo 
cups of this liquor is fufficent to difpel the intoxication : but 
then the caroufing commences anew, and continues till the 
guelts are again fuccumb under the effects of fuperfa- 
turation. 


(To be continued.) 


An Account of the Origin and Progre/s of the Royal In- 
fiitulton cof Great-Britain, 


"THE plan was firft projeéted by Count Rumford ; and it 
would feem that for fome years this.aétive philanthropift 
and philofopher had contemplated the praéticability of the 
{cheme, of which he had {ketched a rude outline in a corre- 
{pondence with another enlightened and benevolent charafter, 
Mr. Bernard, Treafurer of the Foundling Hofpital, a gentic- 
man well known as an active member of the Society for 
bettering the Condition of the Poor. 
; The flownefs with which improvements of any kind make 
their way into common ule, and efpecially fuch improvements 
as are moft calculated to be of general utility, had flrongly 
atratted the attention of the Count, The greateft obftacles 
to the improvement of the ufeful arts'and manutaéiures, ap- 
Peared to. be the want of elementary. information in them. 
; They 
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They can move onin the beaten traét in which they have been 
inftru€ted ; but for want of a knowledge of the principles 
on which their refpe€tive arts depend, they can make no 
material improvement in them ; whereas it was to be -pre. 
fumed, that if the principles of mechanics and chemiftry 
could be taught on an extenfive fcale, fo that the knowledge 
of them might be widely diffuled, rapid improvements mut 
follow. 

One great objeét to be had in view, was therefore to teach 
by courfes of philofophical leétures and experiments the 
principles of fcience, and their application to the improve. 
ment of arts and manufaétures, as well as the common conve- 
niences of life. Another important objcét was, facilitating 
the general introdu&ion of ufeful mechanical inventions 
and improvements. The beft mode of attaining this end 
feemed to be, to have public rooms for the exhibition of all 
fuch new mechanical inventions and improvements as might 
be thought worthy of the public notice, and more efpecially 
fuch contrivances as tend to increafe the conveniences and 
comforts of life; to promote domeftic economy, to improve 
tafte, and to adva ance ufeful induftry. By procuring a col- 
jetion of the completeft working models, or conftruétians 
of the full fize, of all fuch mechanical inventions as were 
likely to be ufeful, formed on the molt approved principles, 
kept in aétual ule, it was to be prefumed, that the advan- 
tage to workmen, who wouldthus fee what they were to imi- 
tate, would be great. 


and 


To complete this grand fcheme, it was propofed to pub- 
lifh frequently an account of ufeful difcoveries ; not only of 
thofe which might be made by the inflitution, and in this 
country, but in every part of the world. By thefe means, 
the benefits of the inflitution would by no means be con- 
fined tothe metropolis, but by a quick circulation of ufeful 
difcoveries would extend its inJuence to the remoteft corner 
of the Britifh dominions, and to the whole world. Such is 
the plan, which, if it required boldnefs of fpirit to con- 
ceive, required a {till more daring and enterprifing mind to 
think of executing it. 

About the beginning of the laft year, the plan was men- 
troned among fome friends, who immediately perceived the 
advantages wuich muft attend it, and en tered into its merits 
with ardour and enthufiafm. Thefe communicated it to their 
friends; and every one to whom it was mentioned, was 
eager to give it his fupport; in a fhort time it was counte- 
nanced by fuch numbers, that it was thought advifeable to 
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realize the idea, and give it “a local habitation and a 
name.” 

The firft regular meeting was held at the houfe of the Pre- 

fident of the Royal Society, who has long been eminently 
difinguifhed .as the patron of f{cience, and the promoter of 
ufeful inventions. Here it receiveda regular form; a con- 
fiderable {um of money was fub{cribed, and a plan drawn up, 
and dire€ted to be publithed. 
_ This was no fooner done, than fubferibers flocked in-from 
all quarters, and the founders perceived that it would foon be 
in their power to conduét their favourite {cheme on an exten- 
five fcale ; and as their tunds were already refpettable, they 
purchafed an extenfive building in Albermarle Street, which 
they fitted up fo.as to anfwer the prefent purpofe. It was 
neceflary, however, that the fociety. fhould be incorporated, 
not only that their property might be fecure,. but that the 
laws which might be framed for the government.of:the infti- 
tution might be properly enforced. For this -purpofe a pe- 
tition was prefented.to the King, praying that he would grant 
them a charter of incorpofation, with certain rights and pri- 
vileges, as is ufual. in fuch cafes. To this he was not only 
gracioufly pleafed to affent, but defired he might be confidered 
asthe patron of the eftablifhment, and that it might be called 
the Royal Inftitution. . By this charter, which is dated the 
goth of January of the prefent year, the members of the 
Infitution are conftituted a body politic and corporate, by 
the name of “* The Royal Inititution of Great Britain.” 

The government of the inftitution is vefled in a prefident 
andnine managers. The members of the fociety confift in 
three claffes. 1. Proprietors; 2. Members or fab{cribers 
for life; 3. Annual Subfcribers. 

A proprietor is a hereditary governor of the inftitution 
and has a perpetual transferable fhare in the houfe of the 
intitution, and in all the property belonging to it; has a 
Voice in the elef&tion of managers affd vifitors, and has two 
transferable tickets of admiflion into the eftablifhment, and 
to all the philofophical leftures and experiments. 

A fubfcriber for life has one ticket (not transferable) of 
admiffion into the eftablifhments, and to all the leétures and 
experiments. ‘The fame privilege is enjoyed by an annual 
lubfcriber during the year of his fubfcription. 

The nine managers are cliofen by and from the proprie- 
tors by ballot ; three of them for three years, three for two 
years, and three for one year, capable, however, of being re- 
elecied. Befides the managers, there is‘a committce of vift. 
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tors, to aflift in framing the-bye-laws, toinfpce& the inftitu. 
tion annually in detail,and to examine and audit the accounts 
of the receipts and difburfements of the inftitution ; this 
committee is compofed alfo of nine perfons, chofen by and 
from the propriector$ of the:inftitution ; three for three years, 
three for two years, and three for one year, capable of being 
re-eletied. . The prefident hasthe privilege of nominating 
two of the managers as vice-prefidents.; a-treafurer and a 
fecretary aré chofen by the managers from among the pro- 
prictors. 

The following are the prefent’ officers of the inftitution. 
The: Earl. of Winchelfea,: Prefident ;- the Earl of Morton, 
the Earl of Egremont; and the Right Hon. Sir Jofeph Banks, 
Vice-Prefidents’; the Earl of Befsborough, Count Rumford, 
and Richard Clark, efg. Chamberlain of the City. of Lon- 
don, Managers ‘for three years ; the Earl of Egremont, Sir 
Jofeph Banks, and Richard Jofeph Sulivan,Efq. Managers for 
two years; the Earl of Morton, the Right Hon. Thomas 
Pelham, and Sir John Cox Hippefley; Bart. Managers for 
ene year; the vilitorsare, the Duke of Bridgewater, the Bi- 
thop of Durham, and Thomas Bernard, Efq. forthree years ; 
Lord Palmerfton, Lord Teignmouth, and Rowland Burdon, 
Efy. fortwo years; Earl Spencer, Lord Somerville, and 
Sarnuel Thornton, Efq. for one year ; the Rev. Dr. Glafleis 
Secretary, and Thomas Bernard, Efq. Treafurer. 





THE SYLPH; 
OR, 


True HISTORY or SOPHIA MERTON. 
(Continued from Page 365.) 


N proportion as Granger became a conflant attendant on 
Mifs Sandford, fhe was obferved to be fomewhat leis 
anxious about the attention of others; and fome glaring 
particulars in her drefs, became alfo more moderate. The 
{mallnefs of Granger’s fortune, added to his having ferved 
in the army, precluded the poffibility of his making pro- 
pofals in form to fuch aman as Mr. Sandford. But an uncle 
of Louifa’s happening to vifit her father, gave the lovers that 
opportunity of founding the’ old gentieman’s fentiments, 
whichthey might otherwife have looked for in vain. 
This brother of Mr. Sandford’s was more like the reft of 
the world, and fomewhat of areafonable man ; he coulidered 
9 what 
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what the condaét of his niece had been, and ftill continued 
tobe; and was of opinion that to marry her to the firlt gen- 
tleman of refpe€tability who would take her, was the belt 
thing the family could do, overlooking all circumftances of 
fortune, as her father was rich enough to provide for her. 
How to bring matters about with Mr. Sandford was the 
quellion, who could not, with all his brother’s efforts, be 
brought to comprehend, that Louifa had, in the fmalleft de- 
grec, forfeited her right of expe&ting to marry equal to all 
his partiality originally Jed him to hope; and an abfolute 
negative was given to Granger’s propofals. 

Louifa ftill perfevered in her ufual courfe, and at length 
fhe was fometimes miftaken by libertine men, who were 
frangers, for one of thofe unhappy females who make a 
trafic of their perfons, and accofted by them in the public 
walks, without the leaft ceremony or introduftion. -Her fe- 
male friends were now obliged to relinquifh her fociety ; 
and her encouraging a very vulgar man, (who was alfo mar- 
ried,) to become her conftant companion, when out of her 
ather’s fight, taking with him retired walks, and being feen 
with him at improper hours, compleated the deftruétion of 
her good name. 

The common people, much more addiéted to fcandal of 
late years than their betters, retailed a number of difgaceful 
anecdotes refpeéting her; and the ladies of Mellfoid, and 
its vicinity, although they did not believe the voice of 
{candal, found it impoffible to affociate with this young wo- 
man; who, but for her fingular folly, might have been of 
the very firfl confideration in their parties. 

Thus paffed the youth of Louifa Sandford, a bye word, 
and a warning to all who knew her ; who when fhe entered 
life, from her family, fortune, and perfonal {martnefs, might 
have looked forward to confideration, -and much refpeéta- 
bility, in the county which gave herbirth. Years rolled on 
years away, long after the {cenes of this hiflory had va- 
uiihed, and Louifa attained her thirty-fixth year, much with 
the fame fort of chara@ter fhe eftablifhed at twenty, when 
the death of her father put her in poffeffion of a handfome 
fortune, and fhe very foon after gave her hand to a young 

lubaltern, belonging to a regiment then quartered in Mell. 
ford, to whom a good fortune was a great prize when a wife, 
hot yet old or ugly, was the only condition annexed to it. 

The fylph having given his fair pupils thefe foregoing 
anecdotes of Louifa Saudiord, according to his former pros 
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mife, ‘will now refume the thread of his hiftory, and turn 
their attention towards his interefting ward. 


A TRIO OF LOVERS. 

It happened one evening, before the difmiffal of Edwin 
was generally known in the circles of Mellford, that Sophia 
met her'old-admirer, Everard, at a ball : Upon her being 
fuppofed engaged to Edwin, this gentleman had, in part, 
withdrawn his particular attentions, but not totally fo, not 
confidering his caufe quite hopelefs. My ward did not 
not dance this evening, and was in fomewhat of a penfive 
mood. Everard was dancing, and affeéted to pay. much at. 
tention to his partner ; but afew penfively coquetifh {miles 
{oon fixed him to the elbow of Sophia, as much as politenefs 
to the la dy he danced with would permit. His partner, 
towards the conclufion of the evening, declined ftanding up 
any more, and he found-himfelf at liberty to devote his whole 
converfation tomy ward. Tre lady fhe accompanied to the 
ball was engaged in dancing, and he had every opportunity 
he could wilh of addrefling to her hints of his admiration and 
his love. 

Sophia praifed the fine figure of a young heirefs who was 
prefent, and who drew much attention from the company ; 
this gave Everard an opportunity to pay her an elegant com- 
pliment, for with an air and tone of tendernefs and regret he 
replied, ‘* He was extremely forry to differ from her in opi- 
nion, but the choice of Mr. Edwin ap »peared in his eyes fo 
very fu; perior, that he could not poflibly admire the lady in 
queftion.”” There was great addrefs in this compliment ; it 
infwered the double purpole > of hinting the light in which 
he beheld Sophia, and of drawing from her an intimation that 
Edwin was nothing now to her but a perfon whom fhe withed 
very wellas a friend. ‘This avowal my ward judged to be 
indifpenfable, whenever he was mentioned to her as a lover. 
From this evening the afliduous attention of Everard to Mis 
Merton became more conftant than ever ; he very frequently 
danced with her at the affemblies, and feemed to feize with 
avidity every opportunity of being near her. The attach- 
ment he evinced tor my ward, banifhed by degrees from her 
mind al! refentment for his former foolifh airs ; but the had. 

not the lealt idea of giving him her hand, and would mot 
candidly have told him fo, te lhe chofen to be fufficiently 
exp treat to authorile her making fuch an an{wer. 

Everard probably had hopes that delay might be propitious 
ta&his caule, and forbore to take the many oppo! tunities 


afforded 
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afforded him for an exprefs declaration, until frefh obftacles 
were thrown in his way by the return of the grave and for- 
mal Maxfield io the train of Sophia. This gentleman, 
although he had withdrawn his attention trom my ward in fo 
very fingular amanner, could not behold Edwin received as 
an accepted lover, without great anxiety of mind. His 
conneétions with the friends of Mils Merton gave him an 
opportunity of gaining the earlicft intelligence relating to 
that engagement’s being broken off; and after great pertur- 
bation of {pirits, and mary a combat between judgment and 
love, the latter won the vitiory, aud Maxfield once more paid 
mot afliduous court to Sophia; who on her part, to the 
vexation both of poor Everard, and her guardian genius, 
gave him more encouragement than trom dignity of mind, 
and arecolleétion of the paft, fhe ought to have done, which 
was partly owing to the great air of re{pect which generally 
marked his manners. 

Maxficld became every day more and more explicit, and 
Sophia began once more to deliberate on what anfwer fhe 
fhould give his expeéted declaration. Maxfield often called 
at the houfe where Mifs Merton refided, and one afternoon 
took anopportunity of exprefiing earnetlly his regard and 
his love ; and requefting if fhe could give him hopes of 
gaining her affeétions, to permit him to explain to the lady 
under whofe care the was placed, his fortune, &c. &c. 
Sophia’s reply was not unfavourable, and he accordingly 
waited on this lady a day or two after, and talked over with 
her matters of a pecuniary nature, as he afterwards did with 
Sophia herfelf: Various circumftances, which required fur- 
ther confideration, were {poken of, aud he took a refpeétful 
leave, faying to the lady with whom he refided, that he hoped 
and believed every thing would be fettled to the fatisfaction 
of all parties. 

Will my fair readers credit the faithful fylph when he in- 
forms them, that day after day paffed on, and neither Sophia 
or her guardians heard or faw any thing of Maxfield? and 
his refiding in Mellford put it out of doubt that his abfence 
was intentional. Probably, on more maturely confidering 
circumftances of fortune, &c. he had difcovered more dii- 
culties than he had at firft forfeen, or the great difparity of 
years had ftrongly occurred once more to his affrighted ima- 
sation. Be that as it might, he was determined to tear him- 
lelf at all events from the fafcinations of Sophia Merton. 
Undoubtedly his manner of withdrawing his addreffles was 
afronting in a very Ingh degree; andas fuch was felt by my 
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ward, whofe bofom fwelled with anger, not without muck 
felf reproach, for having ever encouraged Maxfield to renew 
his addrefles. In the midft of thefe vexatious feelings my 
ward received an invitation to a rout, where fhé was certain 
of meeting her formal lover, if he appeared any where; this 
invitation fhe determined to accept, partly from curiofity, to 
obferve his behaviour, and partly to convince him fhe could 
fee him with compofure. 

According to her expe€tation he was prefent, and on her 
entrance, approached to pay his compliments with a pertur. 
bation of air and manner difficult to be defcribed. He 
fcarcely left her fide the whole evening, but did not utter 
twenty words to her or any other perfon, while his fierce 
countenance wore an expreflion which bordered on diftrac. 
tion. The company prefent, who had been accuftomed to 
fee him fhew his partiality for my ward in a great many 
fingular ways, {miled on each other, and took no further 
notice. Anger and vexation difcompofed the mind of 
Sophia, and it was with fome difficulty her faithful fylph 
fupported her {pirits through the evening. 

When the party broke up, Maxfield attended Sophia to 
her own door, but confufed and diftraéted half fentences 
formed the whole of his converfation. 

This ftrange conduét of Maxfield continued through fe. 
veral interviews ; he fometimes joined Sophia in her walks 
with her friend Lucy, accompanied her to her own habita- 
tion, would fit gazing at her in filence for a confiderable 
time, and then make his bow, and depart in evident embarrals. 
ment and perturbation. Nothing but the mifery pourtrayed 
in Maxfield’s behaviour could have induced Sophia to treat 
him with civility. She was referved and polite, and her 
faithful fylph watched with anxiety every emotion of her 
mind, Anew year commenced in the midft of thefe embar- 
rafiments, and the careful Auri beheld with pleafure how 
greatly the interefting Sophia had improved under his 
guidance. Ina fhort time Maxfield’s manner, when he met 
my ward, became more compofed; but no explanation was 
offered, either to her or the lady with whom fhe refided, who 
was extremely difpleafed at fuch flrange behaviour. Sophia, 
of courfe, now confidered herfelf as totally difengaged, and 
refolved never more to receive Maxfield’s addrefles, however 
he might in future wifh to renew them. 


(To be concluded in our next.) 
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A Defcripiion of Clovelly and Lundy Jfland in Devons 
Jlure. 
: 


Nthe fummer of 1793, being on a tour in the weit of 

England with fome friends, we croffed the country froi 
Exmouth to the northern part of Devonfhire, and came toa 
fmall ffhing-town, of an extraordinary appearance, called 
Clovelly, ftanding in Bideford Bay, not far from Hartland 
Point, inthe Briftol Channel. This curious place confiits of 
about 70 or 80 houfes, built on the fide of a rock, at the 
bottom of which is a pier capable of holding about fifty vef- 
fels. It, however, has feldomany of alarger fize than {mall 
fifhing boats or floops. The houfes ftand very twregularly, 
and many of them in a dangerous fituation, the rocks. above 
impending over them in a moft terrific manner, and thofe on 
whichthey are built overhanging the fea fo frightfully as to 
make one apprehenfive of their giving way every moment. 
Some fuch accidents we found had happened, but as the 
people were generally warned beforehand, no lives were 


This place is famous for excellent fifth, particularly cod 
and herrings, both of which are faid to be the beft in the 
Channel. Juft above the town is a large modgrn houfe, be- 
longing to Sir James Hamlyn, Bart. Member of Parliament 
for Carmarthenfhire. The former manfion, we underftood, 
had been burnt down about three years before. The grounds 
about it were romantic and well wooded. The view was 
beautiful ; for as the country here is extremely broken, you 
haveall the fine varieties of hill and valley. On the left 1s 
the bold promontory of Hartland Point, called by Ptolemy 
Herculis Promontorium; on the left, appears the beautiful 
and capacious bay belonging to the port of Bideford, beyond 
which is feen the high land of Exmoor. In front of the 
houfe is the Brifto! Channel, and, in a clear day, may be 
plainly difcerned the coaft of Wales. 

As the ifland of Lundy lies in this Channel, we had tlic 
curiofity to take atrip thither, and accordingly hired a boat, 
which in a few hours brought us to its rocky fhore. After 
fome difficulty, arifing from the violence of the furf, we 
made a landing, and clambered up the rocks, till we reached 
anarrow defile, where only one perfon could pafs at a time. 
This led us to the top of the ifland, the view from which 
amply repaid us for the trouble we had undergone. ‘This 
ifland is five miles long and about two broad. The foil on 
; the 
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the fouthern part is good, and produces wheat, but not in 
abundance. There aretwo houfes in this part, inhabited by 
one family, which farms the ifland of the prefent proprietor, 
John Cleveland, Efq. for 40]. per annum. This the people 
are enabled to raife, by catching the rabbits, of which there 
are thoufands in the iifland, and killing the fea-fow], which 
are alfo numerous. The fkins and the feathers they convey 
either to England or Wales, where they turn to a good ace 
count. They alfo at times are enabled to carry corn to the 
market, but this 1s not frequent. 

This place was formerly a great refort for fmugglers ; and 
about fifty years ago, Mr. Benfon, an eminent merchant near 
Bideford, and Member of Parliament for Barnftaple, owned 
it, and carried on a large contraband trade by its means. He 
was outlawed for thefe practices, and one of his Captains was 
executed for fetting fire to a vellel near Lundy, in order to 
defraud the underwriters. Sir John Borlafe Warren was 
afterwards the proprictor, and formed the defign of colonifing 
the ifland, but this defign came to nothing. 

The prefent inhabitants appeared very cheerful ; and the 
principal of them, we found, had been a farmer in Devon- 
fhire ; but having failed in his circumftances, he took this 
{pot, and, ase faid himfelf, was ina fair way of retrieving 
his affairs. There were fome cows and a bull on the ifland, 
feveral fheep, anda fingle horfe. Grafs was plentiful ; and 
inthe garden there was a great variety of flowers; but what 
ftruck me moft, was to fee a Jarge myrtle growing openly 
without any fhelter. ‘This, in fact, was the only tree on the 
ifland ; but there were feveral fhrubs. 

There are fome fine fprings of clear water, which were 
never known to fail. Atthe northern extremity of the ifland 
is a pyramidical rock, detached from the fhore, which 1s 
called Rat Ifland, from its being tenanted by immenfe num- 
bers of thofe animals. 

On looking into a defcription of Devonthire, by Triftram 
Rifdon, I found the following hiftorical account of this fin- 
gular place :— 

* In the reign of Henry III. one William Morifcoe con- 
fpiring the death of that Monarch, confederated with a knight 
of the court to murder him in his chamber, by an inlet inthe 
window ; but it chanced that the King lay elfewhere that 

night, whereupon the villain fought in other places and 
chambers, with his knife drawn, and found Margaret Byflet, 
one of the Queen’s maids, late up and reading, who bereat 
being affrighted, fhrieked out, and awakened fome of the 
9g King $ 
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King’s guard, who coming up, laid hands upon him, and after 
fome imprifonment, he was drawn in pieces with horfes at 
Coventry ; whereupon Morifcoe fled: to this ifland, and 
flrongly fortified, and became a pirate, doing much damage 
tothe coaft; but at laft he was furprifed, and with fixteen of 
his companions executed.” 

“ Formerly ({ays the fame author,) this ifland had ,gover- 
nors, for Sir Ralph Willington had the cuftody thereof com- 
mitted to him, and after he was difcharged, it was committed 
toHumphrey de Bohun.” ° 

We faw the ruins of an old chapel, and alfo of a fort, 
which were evidently of great antiquity. 

Though the ifland is nearer to Wales than to England, it 
yet belongs to the hundred of Braunton, in the county oi 


Devon. 
W. 





Sketch of the Life of the late Dr. Glynn Clobery. 


HIS gentleman was born Auguft 5, 1719, at Kelland, 

near Bodmin, in Cornwall, of an ancient and refpectable 
family, and educated at Eton on the foundation ; was ad- 
mitted {cholar of King’s College, on the marriage of the late 
Provoft, Dr. Sumner, father of the prefent Provoft, in 1737 ; 
B.A. 1741; M. A. 1745; M. D. 1758; and Fellow ot 
the College of Phyficians, 1763. He firft praétifed phy fic 
at Richmond, and afterwards at Cambridge, where he con- 
tinued till his death, February 8, 1800, 

Dr. Glynn changed his name to Clobery in purfuance of 
the will of a relation, who beg ueathed to him fome property ; 
but he was ufually addreffed and known by his paternal 
name. His life was one uniform courfe of integrity and 
benevolence. Though fora long feries of years his pragtice 
was very extenfive, and his eftablifhment confined within the 
walls of acollege, on a plan of moft temperate and flriét 
economy, his effects fcarcely exceeded 10,000], including 
the bequeit of his rélation. In what manner he applied the 
Principal part of his profeflional emoluments is known to 
thofe who were fupported or aflifted by his beneficence. It 
was happy for thofe around him, that it pleafed Providence 
to extend his life to a very advanced period. His faculties 
pe clear and vigorous within a very fhort time of his de- 
€aic, 
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During his illnefs, fenfible of his gradual decay, he ex. 
prefled nothing but refignation and kindnets, and expired 
without a ftruggle ora groan. Agreeably to his repeated dj. 
rections, he was interred in the vault of the chapel, ina pri. 
vate manner, between ten and eleven o'clock at night. On 
this occafion, the members of the college only attended. But 
though, in this inftance, it was the laudable duty of bis exe. 
cutorto comply with his defire, yet the voice of public gra. 
titude required fome more eminent mark of refpe& to be 
paidto fo bright and unprecedented an example of public 
virtue. 

The Vice-Chancellor, therefore, Dr. Manfel, aétuated by 
his fincere regard to the memory of his invaluable friend, 
communicated to the gentlemen of the univerfity his inten. 
tion to accompany the friends of Dr. Glynn, in maurning, 
from Trinity College to St. Mary’s church, on the following 
Sunday. The proceffion confifted of the heads of houfes, 
the noblemen, and a numerous body of mafters of arts. On 
this occafion, a fermon was preached by Mr. Mitchell, fel. 
low of King’s College; who clofed a plain and {ferious dif. 
courfe on the vanity of the prefent world, and the glories of 
the next, with an encomium on the deceafed. 

Dr. Glynn has bequeathed to his college 9000]. to his fer 
vant he Jeft 500]. and to his executor, the Rev. Mr. Kerrich, 
of Magdalen College, 5000]. He was a charaéter of long 
and diflinguiihed celebrity in the Univerfity of Cambridge, 
though the printed teftimonies which the public poflefs of 
his literary merit are but few. He obtained, in 1757, the 
Seatonian prize for a poetical Effay onthe Day of Judgment, 
which is one of the moft excellent compofitions produced 
by that inftitution, and ranks with the fublime and beautiful 
produétions of Chriflopher Smart on the fame occafion. 
This eflay was printed at the univerfity-prefs, and after- 
wards in an o¢tavo colleétion of thefe prize poems. Dr. 
Giynn interefted himfelf much in the Chattertonian bufinels, 
and is faid to have been fome time confined with a violent 
cold, caught in vifiting the depofitary of the Rowleian MSS. 
mi to have contributed much information and affiftance to 
Nir. Mathias in his effay on that fubjeét. 
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An ANECDOTE. 
Servant of the Rev. Rowland Hill died lately, and his 


mafter preached his funeral fermontoa very numerous 
audience, in the courfe of which he mentioned the following 
anecdote, in terms fomewhat fimilar to thefe ; 

“Many perfons prefent were acquainted with the de« 
ceafed, and had it in their power to obferve his chara&er and 
conduét. They can bear witnefs that I fpeak the truth, 
when I affert, that, for a confiderable number of years patt, 
he has proved himfelf a perfeétly fober, honeft, induftrious, 
and religious man ; faithfully pertorming, as far as lay in his 
power, the duties ef his {tation in life, and ferving God with 
conflancy and zeal. And yet this very man, this virtuous 
and pious man, was once a robber on the highway. Moré 
than thirty years ago, he {topped me on the public road, and 
demanded my money. Not at all intimidated, I argued with 
him, and afked what could induce him to purfue fo iniqui- 
tous and dangerous a courfe of life? “‘ Sir, I have been a 
coachman, (faid he) but am now out of place; and not being 
ableto get a charaéter, can obtain no employment, and am 
therefore obliged to refort to this means of gaining fub- 
fitence ?”’ Idefired him to call upon me; he promifed he 
would; and he kept his word. I talked further with him, 
and offered to take him into my fervice. He confented; 
and, ever fince that period, he has ferved me faithfully, and 
not me only, but he has faithfully ferved his God. And in- 
flead of finifhing his life in a public, ignominious manner, 
with a depraved and hardened mind, as he probably would 
foon have done, he has died in peace, rejoicing in hope, and 
prepared, we truft, for the fociety of juft men made perfeét. 
Till this day this extraordinary occurrence has been confined 
to his brealt and mine: I have never mentioned it, even to 
my deareft friend.”’ 








Anfwer, by T, Whicker, of Exeter,toW. Hoare’s Rebus, in- 
Jerted February 17. 


ITH wit fam’d Concreve deck’d the Englifh ftage, 
And poignant fatire fhines inevery page. 

(7 We have received the like anfwer from Serjeant Ath, 
of the Exminfter Volunteers; T. Jarvis, of Malborough ; 
W. Harris, Jun. and P. Gove, of Exeter; and W. T. or 

reeling. 

VoL. XXXY, 3 0 Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by W. Harris, Fun. of Exeter, to R, Thomas’; 
Rebus, inferted February 34, 


RAY is the hero, Sir, I ween, 
That in your rebus may be feen. 


(<r We have received the like anfwer from T. Whicker, 
of Exeter, , 


A QUESTION, taken from the Ladies Diary for the pre. 
Sent Year, and inferted at the Requeft of a Correfpondent, 





EQUIRED the length of that arch whofe tangent is 
equal to three times its fine, the radius of the circle 
being 10. 





An ANAGRAM, by T. Jarvis, of Malborongh. 


F you tranfpofe an element, 
A {cripture name ‘twill reprefent. 





A CHARADE, /y G. Pearfe, of Bodmin. 
NGENIOUS youths, my firft you'll find, 


Is frequently in battle us’d ; 
My next is in the cellar found, 
And its contents by few refus’d. 


Connefi the parts, and then you’l] call 
What’s ufeful at the midnight ball, 





A REBUS, by R. Thomas, of Exeter. 


A® Englifh hero firft'pray find; 

An Englith bird then call to mind; 
An Englifh tree you'll then produce ; 
An Englith meafure of great ufe; 

An Englith title then define ; 

An Englith herb likewife. combine: 





Th’ initials place in ordér true, 
An Englith poet comes in view. 


9 POETRY. 
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ADDRESS zo a FRIEND in the NAVY. 


CCEPT, dear Neill! thefe lines, in friendfhip penn'd, 
Friendfhip! the only motive and theend ! 

Which bids the mufe in lofty vifion foar 
With myflick fate the future to explore. 
While from effulgent hope a cheering ray 
Conduéts my fteps along the mazy way. 
Attend, great goddefs! then, whofe hidden page 
Contains the hiit’ry of our coming age 
Incondeicenfion kindly deign to hear 
The fubitance of thy {appliant’s humble prayer. 
Say, isthe late form'd band, affection's chain, 
Securely link’d, unbroken to remain ? 


Shall mutual bieffings mutual efforts crown, 
And with content the + of life godown? 

Or haplefs, thall the hand of war dettroy, 
The tender bud of all our fancied joy ? 

Or, thal! the warring element. contend, 

To mark life’s period, and in thipwreck end ? 
Shall we, tie {port of winds and waves at lait 
Expire beneath the tropic’s (corching blaft ? 
Or, exil’d from our long lov’s native fhore, 
Behold the fmiling face of joy no more? 

More wretched fill, - who on earth can tell, 
Shall we on Africk’s thoreia flav’ry dwell? 


Sad is the lot at beft of mortals here, 
From conftant apprehenfion, dread, and fear. 
Let us with Pope, then, all chings view aright, 
And think, like him, ** Whatever is, is right.” 
From hence fond hope relieves the tortur’d breaft, 
And ev’ry hydra jorm retires to reft. 
Pictures.a fairer {cene of livelier hue, 
And points out happier proipects to the view. 


Perchance, when Albion’s ifle, fecure in peace, 
Shall fee her commerce fluurith, arts increaie, 
The frieads, returu’d to Britain’s happy land, 
ShalJ walk with love and {rieudthip haad in hand, 
Blefs'd with a fgir and ever virtuous wife, 
In joys hymeneal pals the reft of life. 


Now let us bravely urge our country’s caufe, 


rote the monarch, and fupport the laws ; 


Ready 
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Ready to crath the guilty fons of France, 
And ever England’s glory to advance. 
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H 7 M N. 
«€ What fhall I do to inherit eternal life ?”” 


HO afks eternal life te find? : 
Mortal! firft learn to rule thy mind ;° 
To guard thy heart from every fnare, 
And make the laws of truth thy care. 


Sincere thy foul; thy condud joft; 
In Providence thy faith and truit; 
Sorrow, and fin, and death defpile, 
To win this everlafting prize. 


Tho’ virtue’s path with fteeps abounds, 
And vice allures with flattering founds ; 
Heed not her tale ; but keep the road 
That leads to happinefs and God. 


Taviftocke JOHN COMMINS, 





ELEGY to the MEMORY of a DEPARTED FRIEND. 


pt penfive mufe! does ever genuine worth, 
By death’s cold hand extended on the bier ; 
Untimely torn from every tie on earth, 

Claim, juitly claim, the tribute of a tear? 


Does he, whofe gen’rous, undefigning heart 
Ne’er ftoop’d fubmifs to flattery’s tervile {way ; 

Who e’er thro’ life perform'd an upright part, 
Deferve, poor recompence, a friendly lay? 


Oh mufe beftow! if claims like thefe are great, 
The meed on W » who in life’s fair bloom, 

Strack by the wing’d, unerring thaft-of fate, 
Became the tenant of an early tomb. 


Hail, bleffed foul! tho’ dead to mortal fight, 
Immortal now thou liv’ft in that blefs’d place, 

Where hofts of faints, with white-rob’d fons of light, 
Chauat bymns harmonious at the throne of grace. 


Life’s florm fubfided, thou haft gain’d the thore, 
Far, far remote from plaintive voice of woe ; 

Where heart-corroding cares perplex no more, 
You taite thofe joys the world can never know. 





Peace to thy duft! much-valu’d friend, farewell! 
While life’s warm current circles round my frame 

Thy virtues oft thall faithfal memory tell, 

*Till memory’s felf {ufpends her wonted reigo. 





































